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DISTRICT OFFICES 

Burley Temporary Office 
Room # 201 

In the Cassia County Courthouse 
Burley, Idaho 

Monday-Thursday 9:00-2:00 
208-572-3375 

Minidoka Office Location 
85 East Baseline,  

(In the McGregor Building)  
Minidoka County Fairgrounds 

Rupert, Idaho 
Tuesday-Friday 9:00-2:00 

208-436-4202 

SEEDLING TREE SALE is UNDERWAY 
 

Order your seedlings now as numbers are limited.  Order forms and details about seed-
ling varieties can be found later in this newsletter and more information is available on 
our website at 
www.minicassiaswcd.com.    
 

Tree and shrub varieties still 
available include Norway Pop-
lar, Lombardy Poplar, Rocky 
Mountain Juniper, Common 
Purple Lilac, Elderberry, Ameri-
can Plum, Arctic Blue Willow, 
and Smooth Sumac.  
 

See page 10-11 in this newslet-
ter for order form and seedling 
details, and page 9 for Wind-
break Planning Helps.  

NATIONAL ARBOR DAY 

National Arbor Day is April 28, 2023. 
Mark the occasion by planting a tree, 
participating in a local planting event 
in your area, or by walking in a local 
park and appreciating everything trees 
do for us.    

   

COTTEREL WATERCRAFT 
INSPECTION STATION OPENS 
 
The Cotterel Boat Inspection Station is open for the 2023 
season.  All Inspectors have return from last season and 
we are fully staffed.   
 
Inspectors attended a 2 day mandatory training as a re-
fresher course.  The first day was  classroom training 
where employees went over boat edict, data from the past 

season, and current workplace information.  The second day of training was held at Idaho Water 
Sports.  Their employee, Brad Street, put on a very informative hands-on training demonstrating  

College Scholarships Available 
 
Application requirements 
and deadlines for both 
Minidoka and Cassia 

Scholarships can be found 
on our website at 
minicassiaswcd.com 

Continued on page 4. 

Pictured right:  Lombardy Poplar,  
Pictured left:  Blue Arctic Willow. 

MINIDOKA 
SUPERVISOR HONORED 

 

       Minidoka Supervisor Brian 
Kossman was honored at their 
March Board Meeting as he retired 
from 10 years of service on the 
Minidoka Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District Board.  Brian served as 
Chairman of the Minidoka board for 
6 of the 10 years. 
       Brian was an active 

Continued on   
page 5 



Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 
 

David Mabey..ééééé.District Conservationist 
Carolyn Firthé.é...ISWCC Ag Program Specialist 
Dinah Reaneyééé.ééé...Soil Conservationist 
Trec Reed..éééé.ééé...Soil Conservationist 
Brook Morgan ééééééé..Pheasants Forever  

District Employees 
 

Sharon Hardyé......ééé..é.é...Minidoka Administrative Assistant 
Rachelle Osterhoutééééééé.....Cassia Administrative Assistant 
Doreen McMurrayééééCassia Information & Education Specialist 
Megan Hewardé.éééééééé..Cassia Administrative Assistant 

DISTRICT SUPERVISORS 
 

 Supervisors for the Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
are landowners in Cassia and Minidoka Counties who volunteer 
their time.  They are interested in farming issues and want to 
make a positive difference in their communities.  Serving as a 
Supervisor is a great opportunity to learn how to improve your 
own operation as well as help to make a positive difference within 
your own community.   
 If you are interested in serving on the Soil & Water Con-
servation District Board in your county, contact a current board 
member or call one of the NRCS offices for information.   

NEWSLETTERS 
 are available by e-mail! 

 

To receive this and future newsletters 
electronically, send your e-mail address to:  

ewcswcd@gmail.com 
 

Type ñNEWSLETTERò in the subject box. 
 

If you want your name removed from the 
newsletter mailing list, just let us know. 

        The ñConservation Updateò is published 3 times 
a year by the East Cassia, West Cassia, & Minidoka 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts and mailed to 
approximately 1,000  landowners, and sent by email to 
several hundred more.  The distribution mailing list is 
maintained by the Information & Education Specialist 
in Burley, Idaho.  Names may be added to or removed 
from the mailing list for the next publication by calling 
208-572-3375.   
 
           East Cassia, West Cassia, & Minidoka Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts are non-profit 
organizations.  All programs and services of the Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts are offered on a non-
discriminatory basis without regard to race, color, 
national origin, sex, age, marital status, or handicap. 

CONTACT OUR OFFICES: 
 

Rupert SWCD Office 208-436-4202  
Burley SWCD Office 208-572-3375 

 

Minidoka email: 
minidokaswcd@gmail.com 

Cassia email: ewcswcd@gmail.com 
 

Web page:  www.minicassiaswcd.com 
 

Spanish translation available upon request. 

District Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 East Cassia SWCD West Cassia SWCD Minidoka SWCD 
Chairman ................................ Rob Cottle ..................................... Richard Kunau ............................... ...Dusty Wilkins 
Vice-Chair ............................. Steve Ward ..................................... Jordan Searle ................................. é.Reid Bowen 
Treasurer ........................... Ken Woodworth .................................Kathy Poulton ................................ ...Lance Lovell 
Member .............................. Hannah Sanders .................................. Brent Stoker . ééééééééLuke Stevenson 
Member  ................................ Mark Webb ........................................ Ken Black . ééééééééééAaron Firth   
Associate Memberéééééé..éééééééé.ééé...Kyle Bowersééé..éééé.ééééééé 

Monthly Board Meetings 
 

East Cassia SWCD   -  1st Tuesday of each month  
West Cassia SWCD  -  2nd Tuesday of each month   
 Minidoka SWCD  -  2nd Wednesday of each month 

Any changes to meeting schedules will be posted in our offices and on our 
website at  www.minicassiaswcd.com. 



Grower SURVEY 

WHAT REDUCED TILLAGE EQUIPMENT WOULD BE USEFUL? 
 

The East Cassia, Minidoka, & West Cassia Soil & Water Conservation Districts 
are considering a new piece of equipment for growers to rent...  

An All-In-One-Pass vertical tillage tool. 

WE NEED YOUR INPUT 

Please answer the survey on our website 

www.minicassiaswcd.com 

or use the  QR code. 

 

This aggressive all-in-one-pass vertical tillage system would replace traditional tillage 
methods. It is designed to achieve complete fracture at shallower depths.  
Organic residue is mixed into the soil as it rolls over, breaking up the traffic 
pan layer.   

 

This tillage tool does the job of several other tools thereby reducing soil compaction 
caused by multiple passes of tractors and implements.  It combines all neces-
sary implements into one unit creating a perfect seed bed ready for planting.   

NO-TILL DRILLS - READY FOR 
SPRING PLANTING 

 
Call to reserve a drill now.  The drills are perfect for 
direct seeding into grain stubble or for no-till plantings 
of oats, barley, pasture mix, alfalfa, forage mix, or-
chard grass, crested wheat, or any blend of cover crops.   
Contact the Soil & Water Conservation Districts to 
reserve and rent a drill.   
   

Minidoka office:  208-436-4202 
Cassia office:  208-572-3375 

 

Info on our website:  www.minicassiaswcd.com 



COTTEREL WATERCRAFT INSPECTION STATION OPENS  (continued from page 1.) 

 
how to locate certain components on boats that will 
be handy for our inspectors.  
 
Our Opening Day at Cotterel was March 6, where we 
inspected 3 boats, making it a great start for the 2023 
season.  The inspection station is still located at the 
Cotterel Rest Area even though the Port of Entry has 
moved to their new location.  We ask that you follow 
the signs as you pull in to the inspection area.  We are 
excited to see our returning and new boaters at our 
station.  
 
The State of Idaho has 20 Stations, 5 Roving Crews, 
and 5 Regional Offices. Dates of operation vary from 

February thru October. Last yearôs data 
showed that through our station we did 
5,900 Inspections, we had 11 fouled boats; 
one of those being viable, meaning it had 
live mussels. We had 167 hot washes, 
where we wash boats with 140 degree 
water from infested waterbodies, standing 
water, or were just crusty and dirty. As 
always we preach ñClean, Drain, and Dry 
your boat after every useò.  We not only 
look for mussels but invasive aquatic 
plants, animals, and terrestrial weeds.     
 
Our Law Enforcement partners are the 
Idaho State Police and Cassia County Po-
lice. They are on a designated shift just for 
our station to return any bypasses and edu-
cate the public on our stateôs laws about 

stopping to be inspected at all watercraft inspection stations. We had 410 bypasses returned by 
Law Enforcement for the Cotterel Boat Station in 2022. Statewide we 1,793 Bypasses, we ask 
that you please read signs and know before you go about Idaho state laws on watercraft. Motor-
ized and Non-Motorized watercraft such as kayaks, canoes, paddle boards, inflatable rafts, paddle 

boats, catamarans, drift boats, inflatable cataraft, inflatable 
kayaks, and row boats all need to stop and be inspected; If it 
touches the water it needs to stop and get a inspection certif-
icate. Also there is a sticker that is required in order to 
launch your watercraft in Idaho the cost is: $30 for Nonresi-
dent Motorized vessels and $7 for non-motorized vessels in 
or out of state. Idaho Resident Motorized Vessels have the fee included in registration.  
Idaho has the most river miles in the USA and rely mostly on irrigation to pump water to crops, it 

would cost billions of dollars a year if our waters were to be infected by zebra and quagga mussels. 
To help keep our waters clean, remember to CLEAN, DRAIN, and DRY.  



MINIDOKA SUPERVISOR HONORED  
(Continued from page 1.) 
 

board member focusing on building a strong soil dis-
trict and providing conservation and soil health edu-
cation to the public.   

       Brian Kossman served on the Mini-Cassia Direct 
Seed and Cover Crop Project Committee taking a 
lead role in promoting cover crops and soil health 

improvement prac-
tices.  Brian active-
ly supported soil 
health education 
giving many 
presentations on the 
Direct Seed and 
Cover Crop Project 
and on his own soil 
health journey.  Bri-
an was proactive in 
the Local Work 

Group annual meetings, looking for ways to promote farmerôs 
and cooperatorôs conservation improvement practices.   

       Brian took an active part in Soil 
District Meetings on the local level, 
worked well with nearby districts, and was active in Division IV and state level meetings and busi-
ness working to improve conservation.  Brian is a positive leader creating a great working environ-
ment for other supervisors and employees.    

Photos:  Top Rï Minidoka Board members Brian Kossman, Dusty Wilkins, Reid Bowen, and Aaron Firth.   
Above Rï Supervisors attending IASCD state conference: Dusty Wilkins, Brian Kossman, Richard Kunau (West Cas-
sia), and Russell Suchan.   
Photos Lï Brian Kossman was presented a gift from co-supervisors at Minidoka SWCD Board Meeting.   
Below Lï Ken Woodworth (East Cassia) and Brian Kossman installing a seed box on one of the direct seed drills.   
Below Rï Brian Kossman speaks to a group of growers about cover crops on a Direct Seed & Cover Crop Tour.   


