
Mini-Cassia Conservation Update

Grower WORKSHOP 

The Soil & Water Conservation Districts in are planning a 
WORKSHOP for farmers, ranchers, and landowners.   
3 Pesticide Credits will be offered. 
 

 Optimizing Ag Resources 

 ~ The Power of Precision ~ 
 

   Date:    Tuesday, January 27, 2026 

   Time:   8:00am Registration 

                8:30am Workshop Begins 

    Cost:    $10 at the door (cash only) 
 

* Lunch Provided * 
Please RSVP online at www.minicassiaswcd.com 

District Supervisors Meet 

with Legislators 
 
Soil & Water Conservation District Supervisors within Legislative 
District 27 met together with our state Legislators in Malad on No-
vember 5th to discuss Soil District activities and concerns.   
 
East Cassia, Minidoka, Oneida, and West Cassia are the 4 Soil & 
Water Conservation Districts located within Legislative District 27.  
Supervisors shared successes and discussed their local needs to help 
prepare legislators for their upcoming Legislative Session. 
 
We appreciate all of our elected officials from Legislative District 27 
and recognize their support for agriculture.   

SPEECH CONTEST HELD 
 
East Cassia, Minidoka, and West Cassia Soil & Water Conserva-
tion Districts held their annual Conservation Speech Contest on 
Tuesday, November 4th.   
 
High School students from each 
of the 3 conservation districts 
prepared and presented speeches 
on the topic ñHome Is Where 
the Habitat Isò.  Speeches were 
between 3-5 minutes in length 
and researched & written by the 
students.   
 
Congratulations to all of the students who participated.  It was a 
great experience and a good educational opportunity for students 
to speak out about the conservation issues that are important to 
them.   
 
Winners were: 
East Cassia:  William Christensen and Kailey Jensen. 
Minidoka:  Dali Stapleman, Connor Barnes, and Carli Arthur. 
West Cassia:  Ruby Taylor, Paisley Mitton, and Deacon Jones. 

The 2026 SEEDLING TREE SALE 

begins in January. 

Start planning now! 

Ideas and helps available on our website at minicassiaswcd.com. 

Order forms on page 10-11 in this newsletter. 



What do you know about seed treatments? 

Sign up for our upcoming Grower WORKSHOP 

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 

Burley 208-572-3377  /  Rupert 208-436-4777 
 

David Mabey..ééééé.District Conservationist 
Carolyn Firthé.é...ISWCC Ag Program Specialist 
Heather Graceééééééééé..NRCS Admin 

District Employees 
 

Rachelle Osterhoutééééééé.....Cassia Administrative Assistant 
Doreen McMurrayééééCassia Information & Education Specialist 
Sharon Hardyé......ééé..é.é...Minidoka Administrative Assistant 

DISTRICT SUPERVISORS 
 

 Supervisors for the Soil and Water Conservation Districts are 
landowners in Cassia and Minidoka Counties who volunteer their time.  
They are interested in farming issues and want to make a positive differ-
ence in their communities.  Serving as a Supervisor is a great opportunity 
to learn how to improve your own operation as well as help to make a 
positive difference within your own community.   
 If you are interested in serving on the Soil & Water Conservation 
District Board in your county, contact a current board member or call one 
of the NRCS offices for information.   

NEWSLETTERS 
 are available by e-mail 

 

To receive this and future newsletters 
electronically, send your e-mail address to:  

ewcswcd@gmail.com 
 

Type ñNEWSLETTERò in the subject box. 
 

If you want your name removed from the 
newsletter mailing list, just let us know. 

        The ñConservation Updateò 
is published 3 times a year by the 
East Cassia, Minidoka, and West 
Cassia, Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts and mailed 
to approximately 1,000  
landowners, and sent by email to 
several hundred more.  The 
distribution mailing list is 
maintained by the Information & 
Education Specialist in Burley, 
Idaho.  Names may be added or 
removed from the mailing list for 
the next publication by calling 
208-572-3375.   
 
           East Cassia, Minidoka, 
and West Cassia, Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts are non-
profit organizations.  All 
programs and services of the Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts 
are offered on a non-
discriminatory basis without 
regard to race, color, national 
origin, sex, age, marital status, or 
handicap. 

CONTACT SWCD OFFICES: 
 

Rupert SWCD Office 208-436-4202  
Burley SWCD Office 208-572-3375 

 

Minidoka SWCD email: minidokaswcd@gmail.com 
Cassia SWCD email:   ewcswcd@gmail.com 
Web page:   www.minicassiaswcd.com 

 
 
 
 East Cassia SWCD West Cassia SWCD Minidoka SWCD 
Chairman ................................ Rob Cottle ..................................... Richard Kunau ............................... ...Dusty Wilkins 
Vice-Chair ............................ Kurt Hewardééééééééé.Jordan Searleéééééééé.Luke Stevenson 
Treasurer ........................... Ken Woodworth .................................. Ken Black... .................................. ...Lance Lovell 
Memberééééééé..Hannah Sanderséééééééé...Chad Searleéééééééééé...Jeff Schow 
Member  ............................. .Brogan Higley.éééééééééScott Yostééé...ééééééééééé.. 
Associate Memberéééé.Mark Webb..ééééé.ééééééééé.ééé..ééééééééééé 
Associate Memberéééé.Steve Wardéé...ééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

Monthly Board Meetings 
 

East Cassia SWCD   -  1st Tuesday of each month  
West Cassia SWCD  -  2nd Tuesday of each month   
 Minidoka SWCD  -  2nd Wednesday of each month 

 

Any changes to meeting schedules will be posted in our offices  
and on our website at  www.minicassiaswcd.com. 

SWCD Board of Supervisors 

 
 

CONTACT  US  
 
 

 

Cassia SWCD Office 

1361 East 16th Street 
(In the USDA Service Center) 

Burley, Idaho 

 

Monday-Thursday 9:00-2:00 
208-572-3375 

 
 
 
 

Minidoka SWCD Office 

98 South 200 West, Suite B 
(Next to the Rupert Golf Course) 

Rupert, Idaho 
 

Tuesday-Friday 9:00-2:00 
208-436-4202 

Spanish translation 
available upon request. 



EQUIPMENT Available to RENT 
Equipment rental information 

Is available on our website, or call our office for info.  

Direct Seed Drill 

REBATES for MINIDOKA 

COVER-CROP PLANTINGS 
 

Minidoka Soil & Water Conservation District is offering a 
rebate to farmers who are planting cover crops.  Some of 
the requirements include: 

 
* Must be in Minidoka County, 

* Planting cover crops or planting 
ground cover,  
* Using best practices in the fall or 
early spring to assist in mitigating 
wind and water erosion on highly 
erodible fields, 
* Up to 120 acres can qualify at a possible rebate of $6 per acre, 
* Seed mixes must be in accordance with Idaho Seed law. 

 

Applications and detailed information are available in our office at 
98 South 200 West, Suite B (on the Rupert/Paul Hwy, near the Rupert 
Golf Course) or call us at 208-436-4202. 

    NRCS  APPLICATION  DEADLINES 

 

PROGRAM 
APPLICATION 
DEADLINE 

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) February 20, 2026 

Cheatgrass Challenge Project February 27, 2026 

 

Did you know?? 

   

Your local Soil & Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) 
is a local unit of government. 

It, along with the other 49 
conservation districts in Idaho, 
although not a taxing entity, 
they each receive money from 
the state of Idaho as well as 
their local county government.    

 
The district supervisors, 

generally a board of five elected 
officials, receive no 
compensation. 

Services provided by your local 
Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict centers around soil and 
water education and conserva-

tion improvements.   
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2íıíĚíĆĀ M² _ÙÙġíĀç 
zĥēÙĖıíĚĆĖĚ ÀġġÙĀÓÙÓ ġëÙ 2íıíĚíĆĀ M² _ÙÙġíĀç ëĆĚġÙÓ ÌĴ zĀÀ÷Ù víıÙĖ zµ-2 ĆĀ ¢ëĥĖĚÓÀĴˋ fÎˡ
ġĆÌÙĖ ʶĀÓː ¢ëÙ ÿÙÙġíĀç ĲÀĚ ëÙúÓ íĀ ÎĆĀöĥĀÎġíĆĀ Ĳíġë À æíÙúÓ ġĆĥĖː 8úÙıÙĀ zĆíú 2íĚġĖíÎġĚ íĀ
zĆĥġë˖-ÙĀġĖÀú MÓÀëĆ ÿÀ÷Ù ĥē 2íıíĚíĆĀ M² ˜+ÀúÀĀÎÙÓ vĆÎ÷ z-2ˋ +úÀíĀÙ z-2ˋ -ÀÿÀĚ z-2ˋ 8ÀĚġ
-ÀĚĚíÀ zµ-2ˋ GĆĆÓíĀç z-2ˋ _íĀíÓĆ÷À zµ-2ˋ `ĆĖġë zíÓÙ zµ-2ˋ zĀÀ÷Ù víıÙĖ zµ-2ˋ ¢ĲíĀ
EÀúúĚ zµ-2ˋ µÙĚġ -ÀĚĚíÀ zµ-2ˋ ÀĀÓ µĆĆÓ víıÙĖ zµ-2ː˝ víÎëÀĖÓ WĥĀÀĥˋ ÎëÀíĖÿÀĀ Ćæ µÙĚġ
-ÀĚĚíÀ zµ-2 íĚ ġëÙ 2íĖÙÎġĆĖ æĆĖ 2íıíĚíĆĀ M² ÀĀÓ ÀúĚĆ ĚÙĖıÙĚ ĆĀ ġëÙ M z-2 ĚġÀġÙ +ĆÀĖÓː 
 

M z-2 -ĆĀæÙĖÙĀÎÙ 
zĥēÙĖıíĚĆĖĚ ÀġġÙĀÓÙÓ ġëÙ MÓÀëĆ ĚĚĆÎíÀġíĆĀ Ćæ zĆíú -ĆĀĚÙĖıÀġíĆĀ 2íĚġĖíÎġĚ˫ ĀĀĥÀú -ĆĀæÙĖˡ
ÙĀÎÙ íĀ +ĆíĚÙ ĆĀ `ĆıÙÿÌÙĖ ʵʼ-ʶʴˋ ʶʴʶʹː ¢ëÙ ĴÙÀĖúĴ ÎĆĀæÙĖÙĀÎÙ íĚ ëÙúÓ ġĆ ÌĖíĀç zĥēÙĖıíĚĆĖĚ
æĖĆÿ ÀĖĆĥĀÓ ġëÙ ĚġÀġÙ ġĆçÙġëÙĖ ġĆ ÓíĚÎĥĚĚ ÎĆĀÎÙĖĀĚ ÀĀÓ íĚĚĥÙĚˋ ÀĀÓ ġĆ ēÀĖġíÎíēÀġÙ íĀ ÙÓĥÎÀˡ
ġíĆĀ ÀĀÓ ġĖÀíĀíĀç ġĆçÙġëÙĖː ¢ëíĚ ĴÙÀĖĚ˫ ÎĆĀæÙĖÙĀÎÙ æĆÎĥĚÙÓ ĆĀ ¢ĆĆúĚ æĆĖ -ĆĀĚÙĖıÀġíĆĀˋ fēÙĀ
_ÙÙġíĀç ZÀĲĚˋ ÀĀÓ ġëÙ çĖíÎĥúġĥĖÙ ÀĀÓ MĀÓĥĚġĖĴ 8ÎĆĀĆÿíÎ fĥġúĆĆ÷ː ĚĚĆÎíÀġíĆĀ +Ĵ-úÀĲĚ
ĲÙĖÙ ÓíĚÎĥĚĚÙÓ Ĳíġë ĖÙĚĆúĥġíĆĀĚ ÌÙíĀç ēĖÙĚÙĀġÙÓː ¢ëÙ ēĆĚĚíÌúÙ ÿÙĖçÙĖ ÌÙġĲÙÙĀ ġëÙ M2µv
ÀĀÓ ġëÙ zĆíú -ĆĀĚÙĖıÀġíĆĀ -ĆÿÿíĚĚíĆĀ ĲÀĚ ÓíĚÎĥĚĚÙÓ íĀ ÓÙġÀíúː ¢ëÙ ëíçë ĚÎëĆĆú zēÙÙÎë
-ĆĀġÙĚġ ÀĀÓ ġëÙ ÙúÙÿÙĀġÀĖĴ ÀçÙÓ sĆĚġÙĖ -ĆĀġÙĚġĚ ĲÙĖÙ ëÙúÓ æĆúúĆĲíĀç ġëÙ 8ÓĥÎÀġíĆĀÀú +ÀĀˡ
ĕĥÙġː 



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

208-260-2669             www.agriterreseed.com 

 

Thanks to our Advertisers 

Their support makes this Newsletter possible.   

Thanks to our local    
Soil and Water     
Conservation 
Districts 

You. 102 West Main in Burley 
208-678-2291 

Member  FDIC 

ZIONS BANK WE HAVENôT 

FORGOTTEN WHO 

KEEPS US IN BUSINESS - 

Alfalfa Ŀ Grasses Ŀ Seed Ŀ Grains Ŀ Grass 

Paul Seed Company  

P.O. Box 156      Paul, ID 
83347 

(208) 679-2222 
(after hours also) 
www.uec.coop 

1330 21st Street 
Heyburn, ID  

We provide electrical safety demos  

Rebates available for 
sprinkler package upgrades 

ADAMS PETROLEUM 

208-678-1101 
1-800-445-4088 

 
 

 

  210 E. 27th St. P.O. Box A         Burley, ID  83318 

Serving Southern Idaho 
Contractors, Farmers, Cattlemen, 
Dairymen, & Individuals 

Demolition - Seal Coating - Laser Grading 
Concrete & Asphalt Paving  
Ready Mixed Concrete  
Sand & Gravel Excavation 

Cassia 208-678-9293 

Minidoka 208-438-4525 

Twin Falls 208-734-3924 No job too small - give us a call! 

McCain Foods 
 

218 W Highway 30 
Burley, Idaho   USA  



 
 
FFA students from around the state of Idaho gathered 

together in Cassia County on October 8, 2025 to com-

pete in the 55th Annual Idaho State FFA & 4-H Land 

& Soil Evaluation Career Development Event.  16 

FFA Teams from all around the state of Idaho attended 

the 2025 State competition.  

Students have practiced hard and prepared to 

ñevaluateò the soil.  They have learned to rec-

ognize soil factors which identify specific soil 

characteristics.  This train-

ing helps students make 

wise decisions in manag-

ing and using soil and land 

resources.  Preparing and 

competing in this competi-

tion can help participants understand basic soil 

properties and how these properties affect areas of 

crop growth and land development.   
 

Following the contest, students gathered at the Bur-

ley High School Ag Arena where they participated 

in some games,  activities, and an awards banquet 

where they were privileged to hear from the Idaho 

State Superintendent of Education Debbie Critch-

field.   

 

We thank the Soil & Water Conservation District 

Supervisors, and all who provide assistance, exper-

tise, equipment, and labor in preparing the testing 

site and running the contest.   

We also thank the many individuals and businesses who support this educa-

tional contest through financial donations:   

Mid-Snake Resource Conservation & Development,   Burley Lions Club,  
U of I Land Judging Endowment,   Idaho State FFA Foundation,   AgWest Farm Credit, 
Butte Irrigation,   Kiwanis of Rupert, Kloepfer Concrete,    Stukenholtz Laboratory,  

  Timm Adams Farms, 
  United Electric Co-Op, 
  Redox Bio-Nutrients LLC, 
  The Natural Resource Conservation Service, 
  IDEA (Idaho District Employee Association),   
  And 19 Soil & Water Conservation Districts  
  in Idaho. 
 
Top winners for the 55th Annual Land & 
Soil Evaluation Event 2025 include: 

1st place ï Troy FFA 
2nd place ï Kuna FFA 
3rd place ï Preston FFA 
4th place ï Homedale FFA 
5th place ï Murtaugh FFA 

 
The top 2 teams will receive scholarship 

money to assist with their travel to attend and 
compete at the National Land & Soil 
Evaluation Event to be held in 
Oklahoma City this spring.   

LSEE  (State Soils) 



PIVOT TRAC FILLER for rent from  

East Cassia Soil & Water Conservation District.   

For details, visit our website at 
www.minicassiaswcd.com or call 208-572-3375. 

Keep A Living Root in the Soil 

NO-TILL DRILLS - Ready to Rent 

 

Call to reserve a drill now.  The drills are perfect for direct 
seeding into grain stubble or for no-till plantings of oats, bar-
ley, pasture mix, alfalfa, forage mix, orchard grass, crested 
wheat, or any blend of cover crops.  Contact the Soil & Wa-
ter Conservation Districts to reserve and rent a drill.   
   

Minidoka office:  208-436-4202 
Cassia office:  208-572-3375 

 

Info on our website:  www.minicassiaswcd.com 

TEMPER THE WIND with a LIVING WINDBREAK 
By Doreen McMurray, Information & Education Specialist 

 
Protecting your property, crops, or animals from Southern Idaho's wind is a major concern.  Providing protection 
from the wind can increase property value and increase productivity.  Living windbreaks are a natural way to 
"TEMPER" Idaho's wind.   
 
A living windbreak is one or more rows of trees and/or shrubs used to block and redirect the wind.   When the wind 
hits a windbreak, the wind is "lifted" up and over, creating a protected area on the other side where wind speeds can 
be drastically reduced.   
 
A windbreak must be located properly in order for it to do the right job for you.  Planting a windbreak in the wrong 
position can cause problems in years to come.  Carefully plan the location and distance between the windbreak and 
the road, yard, or feedlot you want to protect.  Take into consideration the direction of prevailing winds.  The wind-
break should be at least 100 yards away, depending upon your situation.   

 
Other important concerns include:  ground preparation, irrigation, how many rows of trees 
and/or shrubs to plant, the varieties you need, and how to provide protection for the young 
seedling trees from livestock during the first few years.  With good conditions, you should 
produce noticeable protection within 4-5 years.  (7-12 years on dry-land).    
 
Planting seedling trees and shrubs is an economical way to put in a windbreak.   Seedling 
trees will be available from the Soil & Water Conservation Districts in Burley and Rupert 
in the spring of 2026.  You can pre-order your trees starting in January and the seedlings 
arrive mid-late April.  The seedlings come in bundles of 5 trees per bundle for a cost of $25 
a bundle plus tax.     
 

One of the soil districtsô main goals is to improve conservation in Cassia and Minidoka Counties.  This Annual 
Seedling Tree sale is offered as a service to the community to help improve and conserve our natural resources.  
  
Begin your planning now and get your trees ordered early to secure the varieties you need.  Order forms, seedling 
descriptions, detailed photos, windbreak information, and planting instructions will be available on our website after 

the first of the year at www.minicassiaswcd.com. 


