DISTRICT SUPERVISORS ATTEND
DIVISION IV MEETING

Soil & Water Conservation District Supervisors received training
and updates at their Division IV Spring Meeting hosted by Gooding
SCD on March 3, 2026. Division IV is one of 6 designated areas
within the state of Idaho tasked with working to promote non-
regulatory conservation efforts.

The Division IV Meeting was hosted by the Gooding Soil Conserva-
tion District and they shared information about their Community
Garden, the public events they sponsor at the garden, along with the
many benefits the garden provides to their community.

Supervisors from each of the 11 conservation districts in Division [V
shared information about some of the conservation projects they are
running in their own communities.

Resources were presented to the Supervisors with helps in organiz-
ing and managing their districts. Information can be found in the
Idaho State Code and in the Supervisor Handbook which gives guid-
ance and laws pertaining to the governance of Soil Districts. Dis-
tricts and their Supervisors hold rights and powers to manage conser-
vation efforts in their own communities. Supervisors also received
information from Cooperating agencies regarding programs that ef-
fect their districts.

The 11 Soil Conservation Districts in Division IV include Balanced

Rock SCD, Blaine SCD, Camas SCD, East Cassia SWCD, Gooding

SCD, Minidoka SWCD, North Side SWCD, Snake River SWCD,

Twin Falls SWCD, West Cassia SWCD, and Wood River SWCD.
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ORDER YOUR SEEDLING
TREES & SHRUBS NOW

Order forms on page 10-11 in this newsletter.
Ideas and helps available on our website at minicassiaswed.com.

SEEDLINGS GOING FAST!

The Annual Seedling Tree Sale is underway. You will
find order forms, detailed photos, and descriptions of
tree varieties on the Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict’s website at www.minicassiaswed.com.

2026 Tree and shrub varieties:

Deciduous trees: Lombardy Poplar (column type), Norway
Poplar (similar to the Hybrid Poplar), and Quaking Aspen.

Evergreens: American Arborvitae, Colorado Blue Spruce, and
Rocky Mountain Juniper.

Shrubs: Caragana (Siberian Pea Shrub), Elder Berry, Flame Wil-
low, Purple Lilac, Redosier Dogwood, and Smooth Sumac.

Special orders will be taken if the Continued on page 3

Scholarships
For College or Trade School

Applications are available at
www.MINICASSIAswced.com

Or call us i
Cassia 208-572-3375 |

Minidoka 208-436-4202 Application Deadline April 23rd

Natural Resource
Camp

For students age 12-16
A learning camp that’s great fun! |-

Applications online at
www.minicassiaswed.com
Registration due before May 20, 2026

WEED WATCH - Scotch Thistle

You’ve seen them! You’ve sprayed them! But they
keep coming back! This year will be more of a chal-
lenge than ever! Noxious weeds have a huge head start
following our wet fall and our warm winter.

Scotch thistle is a
branched, biennial or an-
Wh nual with a broadly

{] winged stem that can grow
up to 8 feet or more in

| height and 6 feet in width

) | Flowerheads contain many

Continued on page 8




SWCD Board of Supervisors
East Cassia SWCD West Cassia SWCD Minidoka SWCD
Chairman...........ccccecvvevvennnnne. Rob Cottle.....ccceeeevverieeiieieeienne, Richard Kunau...........ccccooevvrennnne o Dusty Wilkins
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District Employees
Rachelle Osterhout.......................... Cassia Administrative Assistant Spanish translation
Doreen McMurray............ Cassia Information & Education Specialist available upon request.
Sharon Hardy..............................Minidoka Administrative Assistant
CONTACT SWCD OFFICES: Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)

Rupert SWCD Office 208-436-4202
Burley SWCD Office 208-572-3375

Minidoka SWCD email: minidokaswcd@gmail.com
Cassia SWCD email: ewcswed@gmail.com
Web page: www.minicassiaswcd.com

NEWSLETTERS
are available by e-mail

To receive this and future newsletters
electronically, send your e-mail address to:
ewcswed@gemail.com

Type “NEWSLETTER” in the subject box.

If you want your name removed from the
newsletter mailing list, just let us know.

The “Conservation Update”
is published 3 times a year by the
East Cassia, Minidoka, and West
Cassia, Soil and Water

CONTACT US

Conservation Districts and mailed
to approximately 1,000
landowners, and sent by email to
several hundred more. The
distribution mailing list is
maintained by the Information &
Education Specialist in Burley,
Idaho. Names may be added or
removed from the mailing list for
the next publication by calling
208-572-3375.

Cassia SWCD Office

1361 East 16th Street
(In the USDA Service Center)
Burley, Idaho

Monday-Thursday 9:00-2:00
208-572-3375

East Cassia, Minidoka,
and West Cassia, Soil and Water
Conservation Districts are non-
profit organizations. All
programs and services of the Soil
and Water Conservation Districts
are offered on a non-
discriminatory basis without
regard to race, color, national
origin, sex, age, marital status, or
handicap.

Minidoka SWCD Office

98 South 200 West, Suite B
(Next to the Rupert Golf Course)
Rupert, Idaho

Tuesday-Friday 9:00-2:00
208-436-4202

Burley 208-572-3377 / Rupert 208-436-4777

David Mabey.................. District Conservationist

Carolyn Firth..........ISWCC Ag Program Specialist

Heather Grace...............coeevvinnin NRCS Admin
DISTRICT SUPERVISORS

Supervisors for the Soil and Water Conservation Districts are
landowners in Cassia and Minidoka Counties who volunteer their time.
They are interested in farming issues and want to make a positive differ-
ence in their communities. Serving as a Supervisor is a great opportunity
to learn how to improve your own operation as well as help to make a
positive difference within your own community.

If you are interested in serving on the Soil & Water Conservation
District Board in your county, contact a current board member or call one
of the NRCS offices for information.

Monthly Board Meetings

East Cassia SWCD - 1st Tuesday of each month
West Cassia SWCD - 2nd Tuesday of each month
Minidoka SWCD - 2nd Wednesday of each month

Any changes to meeting schedules will be posted in our offices
and on our website at www.minicassiaswcd.com.

SOIL CONSERVATION

indbreak & "2
Grassed Waterway

Contour Plowing

NGA Geography



For information on
Scholarships,
the Natural Resource Camp, and
other activities that the districts
provide for our youth, go to our
website at
minicassiaswcd.com
And click on the
“Education for Youth” tab.

Did you know??

Your local Soil & Water
Conservation District (SWCD)
is a local unit of government.

It, along with the other 49
conservation districts in Idaho,
although not a taxing entity, they
each receive money from the state
of Idaho as well as their local
county government.

The district supervisors,
generally a board of five elected
officials, receive no
compensation.

Services provided by your local
Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict centers around soil and water
education and conservation
improvements.

Seedlings Going Fast!

Continued from page 1.

variety is available from our supplier.
Orders are being taken on a first-come,
first-served basis so order early for best
selection. The trees must be paid for at
the time the order is placed. The cost is
$25 + tax for a bundle of 5 seedlings.

Seedling trees will arrive in late April. You
will be notified when they are ready for pick-

up.

The tree sale is a service for land owners
provided by the Cassia & Minidoka Soil &
Water Conservation Districts. Seedling trees

7 can be pur-

I chased at very
| economical

" prices and are
great choices
for wind-

| breaks, shel-
terbelts, habitat, and landscaping projects. Proceeds from
the tree sale support the educational activities for our youth
such as the Know Your Government Conference, Natural
Resource Camp, and educational scholarships.

To receive an order form or for further assistance, send an
email to ewcswed@gmail.com, or call one of the soil
district offices at 208-572-3375 or 208-436-4202, or
visit our web page at www.minicassiaswed.com.

REBATES for COVER CROP Plantings in Minidoka County

Minidoka Soil & Water Conservation District is offering a rebate to farmers who are

planting cover crops. Some of the requirements include:

* Must be in Minidoka County,

* Planting cover crops or planting ground cover,

* Using best practices in the fall or early spring to assist in mitigating wind and water erosion on high-

ly erodible fields,

* Up to 120 acres can qualify at a possible rebate of $6 per acre,
* Seed mixes must be in accordance with Idaho Seed law.

Applications and detailed information are available in our office
at 98 South 200 West, Suite B (on the Rupert/Paul Hwy, near the Rupert Golf Course) or call us at 208-436-4202.

Community Conservation Class

Water-Wise, Fire-Wise, & Drought Resistant
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Date: Tuesday, April 14, 2026

Time: 7:00 - 8:30 PM

Location: CSI Burley Campus

The Class is FREE

** Please Register online at
www.minicassiaswed.com

Free Community Conservation Class

Water-Wise
Fire-Wise
& Drought
Resistant

Tuesday, April 14, 2026

7:00 - 8:30 PM
College of Southern Idaho - Burley Campus
1600 Parke Ave

Register online at
www.minicassiaswcd.com
or call
208-572-3375 or
208-436-4202

Topics:

Water-Wise / Conserving Water in the Desert
Fire-Wise / How to Protect Your Property
Drought Resistant / Wise Landscaping Plants

Sponsored by the Soil & Water Conservation
Districts in Cassia & Minidoka Counties




SEEDING

GRAINS & COVER CROPS

NO-tl” or one_pass D””lng * Plant directly into corn, hay, or grain stubble

* SAVE moisture, labor, fuel, and time

Seedbed prep; dry or liquid fertilizer  « BIG benefits from fertilizer placement AGRITERRE

placement, and seed placement

+ Organic Nutrient Application
 Experienced - Founded in 2004 S E E D | Neturslly covered

Trusted Qua“ty 208'31 6'0348 HaWkeS FiGIdWOka 208-260-2669 www.agriterreseed.com

Paul Seed Company
P.O.Box 156  Paul, ID 7)
83347
Alfalfa - Grasses - Seed - Grains - Grass ald eed .

ZIONS BANK  wenavent

Butte Irrigation

The farmer’s
Full Service Irigation Company

Call 438-8103 WADE RAIN Zimmatic, Thundetbird
P.O. Box 790 Hand Lines - Main Lines - Pumps
Paul, Idaho Gated Pipe - Pivots - Wheel Lines

NORTH BURLEY

THE BURLEY AREA!

2271 Overland Ave, e Bank or

Suite #1 Burley, ID
(208) 261.300 Comimgrce.

o™ Serving Southern Idaho

e T v
| ~! — W= &'j Contractors, Farmers, Cattlemen,
= J-I ! = Dairymen, & Individuals
— — — J -
s i

Demolition - Seal Coating - Laser Grading
READY MIX CONCRETE & ASPHALT PAVING

Concrete & Asphalt Paving
Ready Mixed Concrete
Sand & Gravel Excavation

Cassia 208-678-9293

Minidoka 208-438-4525 . .
Twin Falls 208-734-3924 No job too small - give us a call!

ADAMS PETROLEUM

208-678-1101
1-800-445-4088

CITGO 210 E. 27" St. P.O.BoxA  Burley, ID 83318

FORGOTTEN WHO D. L . Evans ‘ SOUTH BURLEY
Member FDIC KEEPS US IN BUSINESS - B AN K RUPERT
.. PAUL
102 West Main in Burley ? —
208-678-2291 (// THIS IS COMMUNITY BANKING FDIC ALBION
We provide electrical safety demos
McCain Foods & Rebates available for
‘ sprinkler package upgrades
218 W Highway 30 ,
Burley, Idaho USA . .
® U ni ted E I ec tr IC 1330 21 (2os)h679-z%zz
CO-OP INC. lioyourn, I Uwweuce.coop
N ow s ERVIN G Y Burley Livestock Auction LLC Y
Bof Every Thursday at 10:00 a.m.
o

Sale Order Cows - Feeder Calves BU RLEY
Burley, Idaho (208) 678-9411
Lance Udy (208) 431-4174 LI"EST[][:K Au [:TI[]N

Merv May (208) 431-5735

Thanks to our Advertisers

Their support makes this Newsletter possible.




PLANT A WINDBREAK

By Doreen McMurray
Information & Education Specialist, East Cassia & West Cassia SWCD

Windbreaks provide protection from blowing
wind and snow, habitat for wildlife, and add beauty for
increased property value. Windbreaks around your
home or livestock feeding areas can make a difference
in reducing not only wind velocity, but reducing blow-
ing snow and dirt. Windbreaks also gentle extreme
temperatures by reducing wind chill during cold sea-
sons, or by providing shade in the summer. A wind-
break properly placed near a roadway reduces the need
for plowing snow and increases visibility from blow-
ing snow or dust. Trees also provide wildlife habitat.
Planting trees increases property value and works well
as a privacy hedge.

Wh
S o,

/> \ ng Velons
ts are brok Ocity ;
/\'N.\“d c“ﬂf o and Illtw\¥ R 35 mph.
TR \A\A

\\

...toe of snowdrift will be
% about here under severe

__, conditions .velocity here
is about

10-15 mph ;18

...velocity here
is about
15-20 mph

The first step in planning a windbreak is to
consider where a windbreak is needed or where you
would like the trees or shrubs to be planted. For a
windbreak, it is recommended to have 3 to 5 rows for
maximum benefit but even one row will provide some
positive results. Measure the width of your area and
determine how many rows you want or that you have
room for. Decide which variety of tree would be best
in each row. A windbreak needs to be dense near the
ground. So, select a bushy, dense deciduous shrub for
the windward or outside row. Shrubs make ideal sin-
gle row or double row low windbreaks around yards
and gardens. They are often used for living snow fenc-
es and provide excellent wildlife habitat. They also
provide the needed protection for evergreens to get
established in a windbreak. Many varieties also add
beautification as they have blossoms.

Winter wind ——)

50 to 60% density for snow storage

15h to 35h

windward drift for leeward drift

Planting a different variety of tree or shrub in
each row provides the greatest benefit. Deciduous
trees are often used for a middle row in a windbreak.
They are generally faster growing than evergreens and
thus provide earlier protection. Evergreen trees are an

important part
of a windbreak
because they : =
provide excel- | North
lent protection '
year-round
with coverage
close to the
ground. Ever-
greens should
be included in
a windbreak
whenever pos-
sible. You can

Northwesterly winds

Foundation

planting Deciduous | |

shade trees | |

I
2 rows Evergreen trees

" 1 row Deciduous shrubs

plant one or
two evergreen rows on the leeward side of the wind-
break. The final row could be another shrub row. Re-
member that 3-5 rows are best, but you can plant more
or less as room allows.

A few things to remember: Do some re-
search. Plan your windbreak carefully taking into
consideration the greatest benefits from wind and
sun. Measure your area and plan appropriate
room for trees to grow. Consider irrigation and
protection from animals while trees are getting es-
tablished. For survival of your trees during plant-
ing, take precautions to keep the roots damp.

The most economical way to start a windbreak
is to plant seedlings. Their success rate is very good.
Seedling Trees are available to order now from the
Soil & Water Conservation Districts. The seedlings
come in bundles of 5 trees per bundle for a cost of $20
plus tax for each bundle. Pre-order your trees now as
supplies are limited. The seedlings will arrive in late
April.

You can request information and order forms
by e-mail at minidokaswcd@gmail.com. Order
forms, photos, planting instructions, and windbreak
information is all available on our website at
www.minicassiaswcd.com. For more information,

call 208-572-3375 or 208-436-4202.




FOR
RENT

Pivot
Track
Filler

CALL OUR
OFFICE FOR
DETAILS
208-572-3375

PIVOT TRACK FILLER

www.minicassiaswcd.com

PIVOT TRAC FILLER for rent from
East Cassia Soil & Water Conservation District.

For details, visit our website at
www.minicassiaswed.com or call 208-572-3375.

Keep A Living Root in the Soil
NO-TILL DRILL.S - Ready to Rent

Call to reserve a drill now. The drills are perfect for direct
seeding into grain stubble or for no-till plantings of oats, bar-
ley, pasture mix, alfalfa, forage mix, orchard grass, crested
wheat, or any blend of cover crops. Contact the Soil & Wa-
ter Conservation Districts to reserve and rent a drill.

Minidoka office: 208-436-4202
Cassia office: 208-572-3375

Info on our website: www.minicassiaswed.com

WORKSHOP HIGHLIGHTS

Cassia Soil & Water Conservation Districts.

e Over 100 farmers & landowners attended.
e We had 8 speakers addressing the topics of:
-Moisture Monitors and what they can do for farmers

-The Water Settlement and how farmers are being affected

-Seed Treatments with Live Biologicals

-Biological fertilizers, Amendments, & Pesticides
(Providing protection for Plants)

-What funding is available and How to qualify

-Understanding Soil-Borne Diseases

-Weeds & other grower issues, and

-The Laws & Rules of Chemigation

e On January 27th, we held our 10th Grower Workshop. Our workshops began in 2015 to fill the educational side of our
Direct Seed & Cover Crop Project. This project included the purchase of 2 direct seed drills (which we still rent to land-
owners), along with seed rebates and educational activities. It was a joint effort between East Cassia, Minidoka, and West

e This year’s WORKSHOP was called Optimizing Ag Resources ~The Power of Precision~

@ 2026 Grower Workshop

Sooaed iy T Gosio & Miidola ol Wt orsoation D
Optimizing Ag Resources
AN

The Power of
Precision
January 27, 2026

Topics:
@ The Water Settlement
@ Seed Treatments w/ Live Biologicals
@ Biological Fertilizers & Amendments - Protection for Plants
@ Moisture Monitors - WHAT Can They Do For Me?
@ Pesticide Management & our water systems
@ OH NOU Crickets, Grasshoppers, & Weeds!!!

For information on
upcoming classes,
workshops, and other
programs offered by the
districts, go to our
website at
minicassiaswed.com

and click on the
“Education for Adults”
tab.




What Should | Plant in My Yard?

There are many good choices to beautify
your yard, to provide protection for a road-
way or lane, or to create a privacy screen.

COMMON PURPLE LILAC (right) is a beauti- |®
ful addition to any property. The Lilac is an
upright, suckering, medium to tall shrub which
grows 8-12 feet in height. A suckering plant
means that you plant a single seedling and
after it is well established, 2-5 years, it not on-
ly starts producing flowers, but new shoots
come up creating new plants. These can be
left to make a tight - filled in area, or trans-

planted in a new location. Lilac bushes flower in May with blossoms that are VERY fragrant. The bush has at-

tractive green foliage.

FLAME WILLOW (below) is a beautlful shrub WhICh
grows to 13’. The \
Flame willow is
grown for its orna-
mental qualities, re-
taining bright or-
angey-red branches
year-round, creating [
a striking show dur- |
ing winter months.
The numerous
branches of this wil-
low are especially
beautiful against
dark ev-
ergreens.
The
Flame
Willow is
best
pruned in
late win-
ter once
the threat
of ex-
treme
cold has
passed.

P hedge or along a driveway or property line. It also
i either full sun or part shade. The Dogwood is known

i and produces fruit for birds. Dark green leaves turn an
§ attractive reddish purple in autumn.

REDOSIER DOGWOOD (Left) is a good choice for a

works well as a complement shrub in a landscaped
yard. The Dogwood grows 6’-8’ tall and grows well in

for it’s beautiful red colored twigs which provide color
all year round. It has tiny white flowers in late spring

SMOOTH SUMAC (below) is a beautlful free-flowing
Oriental-looking tall shrub. It e
grows between 8-15' tall. It
is a North America native
thicket-forming shrub with a
spreading crown. Dark green
foliage turns bright shades of
red and orange in the fall.
The bark is grayish-brown.
The Smooth Sumac flowers
late May—July, with dense,
cone shaped clusters that are
5-9 inches long. It fruitsin |
August—-September. The fruit g
is seeded and :
round, about %
inch in diameter
and is dark red
with red velvety
hairs. Birds eat
the fruit. Rab-
bits and deer eat
the leaves and
twigs. It works
well for property
beautification,
wildlife habitat,
or for a wispy
privacy wall.




WEED WATCH - Scotch Thistle disk flowers that range from dark pink to lavender in color, though occasion-
Continued from page I. ally white. Leaves are up to 2 feet long and 1 foot wide, are covered with
sharp yellow spines and have a gray-green appearance from being covered with a thick mat of cotton-like or woolly hairs.
Stems have vertical rows of prominent, spiny, ribbon-like leaf material or wings that extend to the base of the flower heads.
Seeds are smooth, slender, and plumed. Each plant can produce 8,400 to 40,000 seeds. Seeds are viable for up to 60 years
and can ride on the wind for miles.

Infestations of Scotch Thistle reduce forage production and virtually prohibit land utilization for livestock, excluding animals
from grazing and water access. Scotch Thistle is also a headache for production ag fields.

We are going to have a big weed season 2026. Be on the look-out for thistle early this year and take your noxious weed
efforts seriously. If you need help identifying weeds or to report an issue, please call Cassia County Noxious weed control at
208-878-4043. Be part of the solution not the problem.

TREES for WINDBREAKS - WHAT should | PLANT?

A windbreak can be a single row of trees or shrubs. But, for best protection, consider planting multiple
rows. Windbreaks usually have a row of evergreens because of their dense coverage year round. Poplar
trees are often used because of their height and their fast growth, and shrubs that spread can help lift the
wind up and over the taller trees. Here are a few good seedling varieties for windbreaks:

LOMBARDY POPLAR (left) 40 to 50° A perfect
choice for a fast-growing privacy screen or wind break.
Wonderful columnar habit with grayish-green foliage that
provides a gorgeous backdrop for smaller trees and shrubs.
i Branches start close to the ground and grow upward, paral- :
lel to the trunk. Plant in rows about 6-8 ft. apart for screen- 5
ing. Hardy to -40°F.

(Cottonwood Siouxland) 40 to 60’ This hybrid poplar is a

fast-growing tree used for windbreaks and riparian plant-

ings. Can be used down a property line or roadway. It |

grows up to 6 feet per year with regular irrigation and pro- [&
tection from wildlife and animals. 20-35° " = =

spread. Plant seedlings 8-12 feet apart for smgle row, 10 12 feet apart for

multiple row windbreak.

COLORADO SPRUCE 30 to 50’ Gorgeous, brilliant, stately. The Colorado Blue
Spruce is a slow growing pyramidal shaped evergreen with steel blue foliage. It prefers
heavier soils, full sun, and clean cultivation. Will reach a height of six feet in eight
years on a good site. Probably the most drought tolerant of all spruce. It is widely used
in windbreaks or as an ornamental yard tree or Christmas Tree.




Why Should I Plant a Living Windbreak?

By Doreen McMurray, Soil & Water Conservation District I & E Specialist

“Will the wind ever stop blowing?” That’s a question you hear all the time when you live in Southern Idaho. On
any windy day, you can look across the valley and the sky looks brown! It’s full of blowing dirt! Sometimes it feels like the
wind will never stop blowing!

Windbreaks around your home or livestock feeding areas can really make a difference in reducing wind velocity as
well as reducing blowing snow and dirt. Windbreaks also improve the temperature by reducing wind chill in the winter or
providing shade in the summer. A windbreak properly placed near a roadway reduces the need for plowing snow and increas-
es visibility. Planting trees increases property value, works well as a sound barrier, and can provide wildlife habitat. So, I ask
again, “Why should I plant a windbreak?”

Here are a few statistics:

- Home Energy Conservation Windbreaks can decrease winter heating costs 10% to 40% and reduce cold air infiltration into your
home by 75%.

- Improved Crop Yields Yields are higher on the lee side of a windbreak - anywhere from 5% to 44% because lower wind speeds
evaporate less moisture from the soil and plants. True, the first few rows next to the windbreak will not grow as well, but the area of best
soil and crop protection extends to 10 times the height of the windbreak.

- Reduced Soil Erosion A windbreak will decrease wind speed close to the ground up to 50%, lessening the wind’s ability to blow
away your topsoil and productivity.

- Better Livestock Performance The energy requirements for beef cows increases 13% for each 10° F drop in wind-chill temperature
below 30° F. That means when it’s 10° F and the wind is blowing 25 miles per hour (-29° F wind-chill), cows use 77% more energy,
standing outside, just to stay warm. A windbreak would reduce that consumption by more than half.

- Snow Drift Control A properly placed windbreak will keep snow from drifting across your driveway, farm lane, or access roads.

- Wildlife Habitat Wildlife will use windbreaks for cover, food and reproduction. Studies have shown 50 to 80 bird nests per mile of
windbreak! Don’t forget, birds are important predators of insects and rodents.

- Increased Home Value Healthy trees around your home add value to your property.

How Long Until I Get Results? An irrigated, weed-free windbreak will provide noticeable protection within 3 to 4 years and will
give effective protection within 7 to 8 years. Dryland windbreaks will give effective protection within about 7 to 12 years, depending on
soil and precipitation.

How Do I Get Started? The first thing you need to do is to evaluate where a windbreak is needed. For a windbreak, it is recommended
to have 3 to 5 rows for maximum benefit but even one row will provide some positive results. Measure the width of your area and deter-
mine how many rows you have room for. Decide which variety of tree you want in each row. A windbreak needs to be dense near the
ground, so select a bushy, dense deciduous shrub for the windward or outside row. Shrubs make ideal single row or double row low wind-
breaks around yards and gardens. They are often used for living snow fences and provide excellent wildlife habitat. They also provide the
needed protection for evergreens in a windbreak. Many varieties also add beautification as they have blossoms.

Deciduous trees are often used in a windbreak because they are generally faster growing than evergreens and thus provide earlier protec-
tion. Evergreen trees are an important part of a windbreak because they provide excellent protection year-round. They should be included
in a windbreak whenever possible. You can plant one or two evergreen rows on the leeward side of the windbreak.

Seedling Trees are available to order now from the Soil & Water Conservation Districts. The seedlings come in bundles of 5 trees per bun-
dle for a cost of $25 plus tax. Begin your planning now and pre-order your trees. The seedlings will arrive in late April. You may request
order forms by e-mail at eweswed@gmail.com or minicokaswed@gmail.com. Tree Sale Order Forms, photos, planting
instructions, and windbreak info is available on our website at www.minicassiaswed.com. For more in-
formation, call 208-572-3375 or 208-436-4202.

1 ROCKY MOUNTAIN JUNIPER (left) 30 to 40’ Rugged, tear-drop shaped tree
with silvery-blue green foliage. It is slow growing with foliage is dense and pleasantly

il whitish bloom and sweet tasting, with thin skins (good source of food for wildlife).
| Survives well in hot dry summers of the western U.S.

CARAGANA (right) (Siberian Pea Shrub) 12’-14” A very hardy, medium
to tall, upright shrub. Caragana has a moderate growth rate. It can with- (¥
stand extreme cold and dryness. Adaptive to wide range of soils types and
high pH. Yellow flowers bloom in May or June followed by seed bearing
pods that ripen in July. Excellent for windbreaks and wildlife habitat.

T

showy clusters of white, fragrant flowers in spring. The flowers are followed by clusters of dark
purple to black, berrylike fruits in late summer and fall. The fruit is attractive to wildlife and may be
used to make jelly, pie and wine. It is high in antioxidants. Elderberries prefer well-drained soil.

The shrub reaches full berry production in the third or fourth year. Canes lose vigor after 3 years and
should be removed at ground level during dormancy. They prefer sun but will adapt to part shade.
To harvest, cut berry clusters from the plant, then strip berries. Use quickly or freeze to preserve.




2026 SEEDLING TREESALE

LOMBARDY POPLAR (Populus nigra ‘Thevestina’) 40 to 50°, Zone 2. A perfect choice for a fast-growing priva-
cy screen or wind break. Wonderful columnar habit with grayish-green foliage that provides a gorgeous backdrop for
smaller trees and shrubs. Branches start close to the ground and grow upward, parallel to the trunk. Plant in rows about
6-8 ft. apart for screening. Hardy to -40°F.

NORWAY POPLAR (Cottonwood Siouxland) (Populus deltoides) 40 to 60°, Zone 3-9. This hybrid poplar is a fast-
growing tree used for windbreaks and riparian plantings. Can be used down a property line or roadway. (Up to 6 feet
per year with regular irrigation and protection from wildlife and animals.) Requires moist soil but can tolerate dry soil.
20-35’ spread. Plant seedlings 8-12 feet apart for single row, 10-12 feet apart for multiple row windbreak.

QUAKING ASPEN (Populus tremuloides) 20-50°, Zones 1-7. Fast growing deciduous tree provides stunning gold-
en-yellow fall color, movement, and sound when the breeze rustles the leaves. Features striking white bark. Roots
spread, often planted in groves. Prefers full sun.

AMERICAN ARBORVITAE (Thuja Occidentalis) 20°to 40” Zones 3-8. American arborvitae is a low-
maintenance plant that tolerates clay soil, wet sites, and air pollution. It grows best in moist, neutral to alkaline, well-
drained loam. It does not tolerate dry or exposed, windy sites. It grows well in full sun or partial shade. It is globular,
pyramidal, or columnar to conical in growth form. Its density crown provides nesting sites for songbirds. A distinctive
feature of this tree is its dominant trunk. The bark is grayish-brown to reddish-brown with shallow furrows. Small ob-
long cones appear in the spring, mature to a brown color in the summer, and may persist. Planted in groups or rows, it
performs well as a hedge, privacy screen, or windbreak.

COLORADO SPRUCE (Picea Pungens) 30 to 50°, Zones 3-8. Gorgeous, brilliant, stately. The Colorado Blue
Spruce is a slow growing pyramidal shaped evergreen with steel blue foliage. It prefers heavier soils, full sun, and
clean cultivation. Will reach a height of six feet in eight years on a good site. Probably the most drought tolerant of all
spruce. It is widely used in windbreaks or as an ornamental yard tree or Christmas Tree.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN JUNIPER (Juniperus scopulorum) 30 to 40, Zones 3-8. Rugged, pyramidal tree with sil-
very-blue green foliage. It is slow growing with foliage is dense and pleasantly aromatic. The fruits are fleshy berry-
like spherical cones — they are bright blue with a whitish bloom and sweet tasting, with thin skins (good source of food
for wildlife). Survives well in hot dry summers of the western U.S.

CARAGANA (Siberian Pea Shrub) 12—14 feet tall, Zones 2-8. A very hardy, medium to tall, upright shrub native to
Siberia. Caragana has a moderate growth rate. It can withstand extreme cold and dryness. Adaptive to wide range of
soils types and high pH. Yellow flowers bloom in May or June followed by seed bearing pods that ripen in July. Ex-
cellent for windbreaks and wildlife habitat.

ELDERBERRY (Sambucus canadensis) grows 5°-15°, Zones 3-10. This thicket forming shrub with bright green
leaves has large, flat showy clusters of white, fragrant flowers in spring. The flowers are followed by clusters of dark
purple to black, berrylike fruits in late summer and fall. The fruit is attractive to birds and mammals and may be used
to make jelly, pie and wine. It is high in antioxidants. Elderberries prefer well-drained soil. The shrub reaches full ber-
ry production in the third or fourth year. Canes lose vigor after 3 years and should be removed at ground level during
dormancy. They prefer sun but will adapt to part shade. To harvest, cut berry clusters from the plant, then strip berries.
Use quickly or freeze to preserve.

FLAME WILLOW (Salix Flame) grows to 13’, Zones 4-9. Flame willow is grown for its ornamental qualities,
retaining bright orangey-red branches in summer and winter both. The numerous branches of this willow are especially
striking against dark evergreens. best pruned in late winter once the threat of extreme cold has passed

PURPLE LILAC (common) - (Syringa Vulgaris) Height 12-15°, Zones 2-8. Lovely clusters of lavender flowers
grow from the branch tips in mid-spring. They make a wonderful contrast to the dark green leaves. Abundant clusters
of sweetly fragrant, purple flowers in mid-spring on a vigorous, upright, multi-stemmed shrub with heart-shaped, green
foliage. Ideal as a flowering hedge or screen. Plant near a window or pathway where the fragrant blooms can be en-
joyed. Deciduous. Prune in summer after blossoms are gone.

REDOSIER DOGWOOD (Cornus sericea) 6°-8°, Zones 3-8. Full sun to part shade. This red twig dogwood is a
rapid-growing, multi-stemmed, deciduous shrub with a rounded spread. The bright red stems are showy as they stand
out in winter. Tiny white flowers appear in late spring and produce fruit for birds. Dark green leaves turn an attractive
reddish purple in autumn.

SMOOTH SUMAC (Rhus glabra) 8-15°, Zones 3-8. A North America native thicket-forming shrub or small tree
with a spreading crown. Dark green foliage turns bright shades of red and orange in fall. Bark is grayish-brown.
Flowers late May—July, with dense clusters 5-9 inches long. Fruits August—September, compact clusters, fruit seeded
and round, about s inch in diameter, dark red with red velvety hairs. Birds eat the fruit. Rabbits and deer eat the
leaves and twigs.




Cassia and Minidoka Soil & Water Conservation Districts

2026 SEEDLING TREE SALE

(All trees sold in bundles of 5)

TOTAL
e VARIETY I1ZE BUNDLE TOTAL SDUE
1 i PRICE # of Bundles | (for cach variety)
(5 seedlings per bundle)
Deciduous Trees

LOMBARDY POPLAR (Columnar) -4 $25.00 (per bundle)
NORWAY POPLAR 4-5

(Similar to Hybrid Poplar) $25.00 (per bundie)
QUAKING ASPEN 2°-3 $25.00 (per bundle)

Evergreen Trees
AMERICAN ARBORVITAE 127-18” $25.00 (per bundle)
COLORADO SPRUCE 77-15” $25.00 (per bundle)
ROCKY MOUNTAIN JUNIPER 8- 157 $25.00 (per bundle)
Shrubs
CARAGANA (Siberian Pea Shrub) 2°-3 $25.00 (per bundle)
ELDER BERRY 127-24” $25.00 (per bundle)
FLAME WILLOW 2°-3’ $25.00 (per bundle)
PURPLE LILAC 187-24” $25.00 (per bundle)
REDOSIER DOGWOOD 2’-3 $25.00 (per bundle)
SMOOTH SUMAC 187—24” $25.00 (per bundle)
NAME: SUBTOTAL:
TAX (x 0.06):
STREET CITY Z1P
FINAL TOTAL:
EMAIL
CHECK # CASH:
PHONE: HOME ; "I (=) Make Payment To:
CELL ¥

r' ™ gm East Cassia SWCD

WORK ::'::_'I.-i:'-'
b
‘=, MAIL your order form and payment
to either SWCD office:
**Please be aware that these are bare-root seedling trees/shrubs. East Cassia SWCD Minidoka SWCD
We reserve the right to substitute one size either up or down 1361 E 16" St oR 98 South 200 West, Suite B
depending upon what our supplier sends us. Burley, ID 83318 Rupert, ID 83350

For Questions call: 208-572-3375 or 208-436-4202.

Please LEAVE A MESSAGE. We will return your call.

*PAYMENT IN FULL MUST BE MADE AT TIME
OF ORDER.

ORDERS WILL ARRIVE MID-TO-LATE APRIL.




East Cassia, Minidoka, & West Cassia
Soil & Water Conservation Districts
1361 East 16th Street

Burley, ID 83318

Return Service Requested

Soil District Board Meetings: Public is welcome.
East Cassia - 1st Tuesday of each month.
West Cassia - 2nd Tuesday of each month.

Call 208-572-3375 for details.
Minidoka - 2nd Wednesday of each month.
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Call 208-436-4202 for details.

Minidoka SWCD
Phone: 208-436-4202
minidokaswcd@gmail.com

East & West Cassia SWCDs
Phone: 208-572-3375
ewcswcd@gmail.com

In this issue:

* Seedling Tree Sale

* Windbreaks

* Scotch Thistle

* Conservation Meetings held for Supervisors
* Scholarships Available

* Equipment for Rent

* Minidoka Cover Crop Seed Rebates

* Natural Resource Camp for Youth

* free Community Conservation Class

and much more.....

~ Look for us on Facebook ~

Follow & Like Us on Facebook

~ East and West Cassia Soil and Water
Conservation District
~ Minidoka SWCD

~ East-West Cassia Swed
~ Minidoka Soil and Water Conservation District

Visit Our WEBSITE

www.minicassiaswed.com

Other Website
Connections

Mid-Snake Resource, Conser-
vation, and Development

https://midsnakercd.org/

TASCD website
Idaho Association of Soil
Conservation Districts

IASCD.org

East Cassia
Soil & Water Conservation
District

1361 East 16" Street

li*\ S T (: ‘—\S S l ;—\ Burley, ID 83318

SOIL & WATER 208-572-3375
CONSERVATION DISTRICT eW_CS_WCd@gmmLcom
www.minicassiaswcd.com

Minidoka

Soil & Water
Conservation District

208-436-4202
minidokaswed@gmail.com
98 South 200 West,

Suite B

Rupert, ID 83350

West Cassia

Soil & Water
Conservation District

1361 East 16™ St.
Burley, ID 83318
ewcswed@gmail.com
minicassiaswed.com
208-572-3375

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT




