Minidoka Soil and Water Conservation District
98 south 200 west suite B
Rupert Idaho 83350
208 436 4202
Minutes of meeting held 13 August 2025 in the conference room at 98 South 200 West Rupert

Attending: Dusty Wilkins Chairman, Luke Stevenson Vice Chairman, Lance Lovell Treasurer, and on the phone was Jeff Schow Supervisor, Carolyn Firth ISWCD, David Mabey NRCS, Sharon Hardy Admin., 

Chairman Dusty called the meeting to order at 12:20 p.m.

Minutes or the previous meeting held July 9th were approved with a motion by Luke, second by Jeff - motion carried

Financial report was presented with discussion that the CD is maturing the first part of September and if
the rates are near the current rate for Sharon to roll it for the next year or best term, along with approval of
the bills to be paid. Motion to do so by Lance with a second by Luke, - motion carried.
The financial and Match report was approved with a motion for Dusty to sign it made by Luke, second by Jeff, - motion carried.
The final budget for FY25 was reviewed with a motion to approve it by Jeff second by Luke - motion
carried.

Due to no quorum in June, and Anniversary luncheon in July, the final budget for FY 24 was not approved. So, a motion to approve that final budget was made by Jeff with a second by Luke – motion carried
The final budget for FY 25 was reviewed with a motion to approve it by Jeff with a second by Luke – motion carried.
The proposed budget for FY26 was reviewed with a motion to approve it by Luke second by Lance -
motion carried

Reports on Project Committee and Local Working group: the Moisture monitor project is dwindling, the
consensus is the bad part is the ongoing subscription fee; The good thing is that there has been a water
and electricity savings. Due to turnover in staff for Soil Tech the communications have been very lacking.
We understand there is a new local tech guy, William Harrison who can be reached 208 650 9368

The Local Working Group met early this year- this has plus and minus benefits, A lot of those who might
participate are busy with summer activities – farming- and not sure what projects are completed and how
they went. But maybe having the meeting in March could put the programs ahead of the game with the
knowledge of what funding could be available. There may be a rebranding of IRA (inflation reduction act)
money. The group also asked about the possibility of a 4- or 5-year plan, so there is not a need for a yearly
meeting.

Community Conservation Class for September 9th will be drought tolerant and Firewise plantings it will be
held at CSI in Burley

Poster and speech contest is coming up the theme is Home is Where the Habitat is. The posters will be
handed out the end of September and picked up mid-October, the Speech contest will be Nov. 4th
Mid Snake RC&D meeting will be September 19th Sharon will be on vacation September 30- October 3rd
.
Land Judging will be October 7th and 8th somewhere in the area.

There will not be a September or October board meeting due to harvest commitments The board was asked their thoughts on a zoom for Division mtg? The concern was items needing to be discussed are difficult on zoom, and the speech contest would not be the best conditions for our youth to present, and how would the poster contest be conducted. Right now, there is a big concern with the
possible combining of ISWCC and IDWR – (the Commission and soil districts would fall under Idaho department of water resources.). They would prefer the Division meeting be the end of October -not the 30th or 31st, and in person.

There were no supervisor reports

Agency reports:
NRCS – David reported that employees can move laterally, just not up, the hiring freeze should be lifted hopefully in November. Eqip deadline is first of October. With possible solar power wheel lines, soft start pumps, and there could be CRP for emergency projects.
IWSCD- Carolyn brought multiple CRP project contracts for the Soil and Water Conservation District to sign.

Meeting adjourned 2:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Sharon Hardy
