
 

Mini-Cassia Conservation Update

Soil District OFFICES 

Burley Office Location 
1361 East 16th Street 
(In the USDA Service Center) 

Burley, Idaho 

Monday-Thursday 9:00-2:00 
208-572-3375 

Minidoka Office Location 
85 East Baseline,  

(In the McGregor Building)  
Minidoka County Fairgrounds 

Rupert, Idaho 
Tuesday-Friday 9:00-2:00 

208-436-4202 

COMMUNITY 
CONSERVATION CLASSES 
 
The Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
tricts are offering FREE Community 
Conservation Classes to be held 4 
times a year.   
 
The first class was held in June and 
surrounded the topic of Pollinators 
with a focus on beetles and bees.  At-
tendees put together their own polli-
nator seed mixes to take home.   
 
The 2nd class will be held on Au-
gust 6th.  Topics to be covered in-
clude Summer Gardening Issues, 
Pruning Vegetable Plants & Flow-
ers, Pest Trapping, and will include 
garden refreshment delights. 
 
Upcoming classes will include topics such 
as Preparing Your Plants for Winter, 
Flower Bulbs, Trees for Yards & Wind-
breaks, Evaluating Your Yard Design for 
All Seasons, Water-Wise & Fire-Wise 
plants, Healthy Soil/Healthy Pastures, and 
moreé. 
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{ǘŀǊǝƴƎ Wǳƭȅ мΣ ƴŜǿ ƭŀǿǎ ƛƴ LŘŀƘƻ ǘƻƻƪ 
ŜũŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŀǉǳŀǝŎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ  
ά{ƛƴŎŜ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻƻƪ ŀŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ 
нллуΣ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜŦǊƻƴǘ ƛƴ 
ŎƻƳōŀǝƴƎ ŀǉǳŀǝŎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 
/ƘŀƴŜƭ ¢ŜǿŀƭǘΣ L{5! 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ ά¢ƻŘŀȅΣ LŘŀƘƻ 
ŀŘŘǎ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŬƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ 
ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴΣ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦέ  
 

LŘŀƘƻ ƭŀǿ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ōƻŀǘ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƴƻƴ-ƳƻǘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀƴ LŘŀƘƻ LƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ CǳƴŘ 
ǎǝŎƪŜǊ ǘƻ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
ōƻŀǘ ƛƴ LŘŀƘƻΦ  

 

! ŎƻƴǾŜȅŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǿŀπ
ǘŜǊŎǊŀƊ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ōǳǘ ƛǎ 
ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ōƻŀǘΣ 
ƪŀȅŀƪΣ ǇŀŘŘƭŜōƻŀǊŘΣ 
ƛƴƅŀǘŀōƭŜ ǿŀǘŜǊŎǊŀƊ  
 

 

Memories of Kathy Poulton 
 

Kathy Poulton passed away on May 
27th, 2023.  Kathy served on the West 

Cassia Soil 
& Water 
Conserva-
tion Dis-
trict Board 
for 14 
years.  She 
served as 
Treasurer 
for 11 of 
those 
years, 
working 

closely with employees and board 
members.   
Kathy was a lifelong resident of Cas-
sia County.  She had many hobbies 
and interests.  She enjoyed reading 
and music, and even took up tap-
dancing!   Continued on page 7 Continued on page 5 2024 Conservation Theme 



Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 

Burley 208-572-3377  /  Rupert 208-436-4777 
 

David Mabey..ééééé.District Conservationist 
Carolyn Firthé.é...ISWCC Ag Program Specialist 
Dinah Reaneyééé.ééé...Soil Conservationist 
John Ericksonéééé.Natural Resource Specialist 

District Employees 
 

Sharon Hardyé......ééé..é.é...Minidoka Administrative Assistant 
Rachelle Osterhoutééééééé.....Cassia Administrative Assistant 
Doreen McMurrayééééCassia Information & Education Specialist 

DISTRICT SUPERVISORS 
 

 Supervisors for the Soil and Water Conservation Districts are 
landowners in Cassia and Minidoka Counties who volunteer their time.  
They are interested in farming issues and want to make a positive difference 
in their communities.  Serving as a Supervisor is a great opportunity to learn 
how to improve your own operation as well as help to make a positive differ-
ence within your own community.   
 If you are interested in serving on the Soil & Water Conservation 
District Board in your county, contact a current board member or call one of 
the NRCS offices for information.   

NEWSLETTERS 
 are available by e-mail 

 

To receive this and future newsletters 
electronically, send your e-mail address to:  

ewcswcd@gmail.com 
 

Type ñNEWSLETTERò in the subject box. 
 

If you want your name removed from the 
newsletter mailing list, just let us know. 

        The ñConservation Updateò is published 3 times a year by the East 
Cassia, West Cassia, & Minidoka Soil and Water Conservation Districts and 
mailed to approximately 1,000  landowners, and sent by email to several 
hundred more.  The distribution mailing list is maintained by the Information 
& Education Specialist in Burley, Idaho.  Names may be added or removed 
from the mailing list for the next publication by calling 208-572-3375.   
 
           East Cassia, West Cassia, & Minidoka Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts are non-profit organizations.  All programs and services of the Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts are offered on a non-discriminatory basis 
without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, age, marital status, or 
handicap. 

CONTACT SWCD OFFICES: 
 

Rupert SWCD Office 208-436-4202  
Burley SWCD Office 208-572-3375 

 

Minidoka email: 
minidokaswcd@gmail.com 

Cassia email: ewcswcd@gmail.com 
 

Web page:  www.minicassiaswcd.com 

 
Spanish translation available upon request. 

District Board of Supervisors 
 
 
 
 East Cassia SWCD West Cassia SWCD Minidoka SWCD 
Chairman ................................ Rob Cottle ..................................... Richard Kunau ............................... ...Dusty Wilkins 
Vice-Chair ............................. Steve Ward ..................................... Jordan Searle ................................. é.Reid Bowen 
Treasurer ........................... Ken Woodworth .................................. Ken Black... .................................. ...Lance Lovell 
Member .............................. Hannah Sanders .................................. Chad Searle . ééééééééLuke Stevenson 
Member  ............................... Kurt Hewardééééééééééééééé.éééééééééJeff Schow 
Associate Memberéééé.Mark Webb..ééééé.ééééééééé.ééé..ééééééééééé 

Monthly Board Meetings 
 

East Cassia SWCD   -  1st Tuesday of each month  
West Cassia SWCD  -  2nd Tuesday of each month   
 Minidoka SWCD  -  2nd Wednesday of each month 

Any changes to meeting schedules will be posted in our offices  
and on our website at  www.minicassiaswcd.com. 

Did You Know...   
You can access information and 

videos from speakers that presented at our 
past Soil Health workshops 

on our website at: 
 

www.minicassiaswcd.com 



Keep A Living Root in the Soil 

NO-TILL DRILLS - Ready to Rent 

 

Call to reserve a drill now.  The drills are perfect for direct 
seeding into grain stubble or for no-till plantings of oats, bar-
ley, pasture mix, alfalfa, forage mix, orchard grass, crested 
wheat, or any blend of cover crops.  Contact the Soil & Water 
Conservation Districts to reserve and rent a drill.   
   

Minidoka office:  208-436-4202 
Cassia office:  208-572-3375 

 

Info on our website:  www.minicassiaswcd.com 

PIVOT TRACK FILLER 
 

Pivot Track filler for rent from East Cassia Soil & 
Water Conservation District.  For details, visit our 
website at www.minicassiaswcd.com or call 

                              208-572-3375. 

COMMUNITY CONSERVATION CLASSES 
 

Community Conservation Classes are for 
EVERYONE! 

Farmers, gardeners, landscapers, and 
Anyone interested in conservation.    

Upcoming class info available on our website 
www.minicassiaswcd.com.  

WELCOME to our new Natural Resource Specialist 
  

John Erickson is a developing professional in the natural resources field with over 8 years of expe-

rience. He is currently training to be a level 3 planner with the Natural Resource Conservation Ser-

vice, where he will assist farmers/ranchers in achieving their goals with an emphasis on conserving 

our natural resources. John holds a bachelorôs degree in biology. His expertise includes noxious 

weeds/invasive species mitigation and control, strategic planning, and project management. In his 

free time, John enjoys spending time with his family, playing basketball, and hiking.  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

208-260-2669             www.agriterreseed.com 

 

Thanks to our Advertisers 

Their support makes this Newsletter possible.   

Thanks to our local    
Soil and Water     
Conservation 
Districts 

You. 102 West Main in Burley 
208-678-2291 

Member  FDIC 

ZIONS BANK WE HAVENôT 

FORGOTTEN WHO 

KEEPS US IN BUSINESS - 

Alfalfa Ŀ Grasses Ŀ Seed Ŀ Grains Ŀ Grass 

Paul Seed Company  

P.O. Box 156      Paul, ID 
83347 

(208) 679-2222 
(after hours also) 
www.uec.coop 

1330 21st Street 
Heyburn, ID  

We provide electrical safety demos  

Rebates available for 
sprinkler package upgrades 

ADAMS PETROLEUM 

208-678-1101 
1-800-445-4088 

 

  210 E. 27TH St.  P.O. Box A             Burley, ID  

Serving Southern Idaho 
Contractors, Farmers, Cattlemen, 
Dairymen, & Individuals 

Demolition - Seal Coating - Laser Grading 
Concrete & Asphalt Paving  
Ready Mixed Concrete  
Sand & Gravel Excavation 

Cassia 208-678-9293 

Minidoka 208-438-4525 

Twin Falls 208-734-3924 No job too small - give us a call! 

This space available for advertising 
 Call 208-436-4202 for information. 

This space available for advertising 
 Call 208-436-4202 for information. 



Kathy helped her son Mike run a cow-calf ranching operation 
south of Oakley.  Conservation has always been a priority for 
the Poulton Family.  They own a meadow ranch on Goose 
Creek where, with the help of NRCS and the Soil Conservation 
District, they carried out a riparian restoration project on 3 
miles of creek bank.  The banks of Goose Creek have healed, 
water quality improved, sediment flow reduced, and the shal-
low water table restored. 

Education was always an im-
portant part of Kathyôs life.  
She was a teacher in Cassia 
Schools for 32 years.  She was 
a Master Gardener, a quilter, a 
member of P.E.O. and was an 
active member of the Presby-
terian Church.  Her favorite 
activity was being involved in 
the raising of her 5 grandsons. 
Joining the West Cassia Soil & 

Water Conservation District was a natural fit for Kathy.  She 
enjoyed working with other supervisors and district employees.  
She was involved in many of the activities provided by the Soil 

Districts.  Some of her 
favorites were the State 
FFA Land & Soil Judg-
ing Event, the Soil 
Health Workshops, and 
the Seedling Tree Sale.   
Kathy encouraged eve-
ryone, from back-yard 
gardeners to mega-farmers, to be good conservationists.  Kathy believed 
that soil and water are the building blocks for all life, and that everyone 
needs to conserve and use our resources wisely. 
 
Kathy has been missed.  There is still a hole on West Cassiaôs board that 
she once filled.  To honor Kathyôs memory, donations were made in her 
name to be used toward continuing education for our youth.  Kathyôs lega-
cy of conservation and education will continue with 5 students who were 
selected to receive the Kathy Poulton Memorial Scholarship.  Kathyôs chil-
dren, Kaye Poulton-Timm and Michael Poulton have chosen one recipient 
from each High Schools in the Mini-Cassia area to receive this scholarship.  

 
Kaye and Michael presented the 5 
scholarships in their motherôs name to:  
Chloee Larson from Oakley High 
School, Taylor Miller from Declo 
High School, Regan Nalder from Min-
ico High School, Sadee Sears from 
Raft River High School, and Malia 
Tolley from Burley High School.   

Memories of Kathy Poulton  (Continued from page 1) 

Kathy presenting a scholarship award 2016. 

Kathy receiving her 10 year West Cassia SWCD service pin.   
L to R Ken Black, Kathy Poulton, Richard Kunau, and Jordan Searle. 

West Cassia Board 2019.     L to R Jordan Searle, Richard Kunau, Kathy 
Poulton, Brent Stoker, and Ken Black. 

Above:  Kathy giving a presentation at the Idaho Asso-
ciation of Conservation Districts about the State Land 
& Soil Evaluation Contest.   
Below:  Kathy participating on a conservation tour at 
state conference 2022. 

Kathy Poulton Memorial Scholarship Winners presented by Kathyôs children Kaye & Michael.  



 

2024 Conservation Theme:  
 

May The FOREST 
Be With You Always 

 
The Conservation Theme will be used this fall for the  

SPEECH CONTEST (for high school students) 

POSTER CONTEST (for 5th & 6th grade students)   

 
Details on our website at 

www.minicassiaswcd.com 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

With limited press coverage in Cassia and Minidoka Counties, we need your help 
to share conservation news.  The Soil & Water Conservation Districts offer a va-
riety of educational programs for both adults and youth - and we need help 
spreading the word!   

What YOU Can Doé 
 

* You can help by sharing our Conservation Activities on Facebook by ñfollowingò and 
ñfriendingò us.  Please ñlikeò and ñshareò our programs and posts with your friends, 
and encourage them to ñfollowò us.   

 
* You can help by forwarding this newsletter to your friends and contacts, and ask them 

to join our newsletter e-mail list. 
 
* You can help by sharing our website:  www.minicassiaswcd.com. 

MOISTURE MONITORS GET ñPLANTEDò 
 
The Soil & Water Conservation Districts are running a Moisture Monitoring Cost-Share project to follow how landowners are using and 
saving water as they implement conservation practices.  Twelve landowners are participating in the project.  A workshop was held early 
spring to train landowners on the use of the monitors and how to use the electronic data provided by the monitors.  The monitors have now 
been planted and farmers are receiving current data which will help them make better decisions regarding irrigation and moisture content 
in the soil.  
 

The Project is overseen by the 2 Supervisors from each of the 3 Conservation Districts within Cassia & Minidoka Counties.  They make up 
the ñProject Committeeò and oversee several projects for the Soil & Water Conservation Districts including the rental of the Direct Seed 
Drills, and the Community Conservation Classes.   

Our Facebook Pages: 

 

~ East and West Cassia Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-

trict ~ 
 

~ Minidoka SWCD ~ 

 

~ East-West Cassia Swcd ~ 

 

~ Minidoka Soil and Water 

Conservation District ~ 



The Cotterell 
INVASIVE SPECIES INSPECTION STATION 

 

Working to keep Idaho Waters Clean. 
 

REMEMBER: 
ALL WATERCRAFT MUST STOP FOR INSPECTION.  
(Including kayaks, float tubes, buoys, paddles, all boats, etc.) 

 

There is no penalty if we find invasive species on your watercraft.   
We will help you get rid of them.  

 

EVERYONE  can help to keep Idaho waters clean.   

Invasive species are harmful, non-native plants, animals and pathogens that damage our economy and environments.  Invasives can move into and dom-
inate both natural and managed systems by disrupting the ability of those systems to function sustainably.  They are highly competitive, persistent, and 
can create monocultures that will eliminate Idahoôs diverse biological landscapeða landscape that nurtures Idahoan interests from our recreational 
pursuits to our ability to help feed the nation.     

ISP Officer Andy Hitt assists with the Inspection Station 
by ticketing and/or returning by-pass motorist.  

Lb±!{L±9 {t9/L9{ 
ǎŀƛƭōƻŀǘΣ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻǊ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴΦ   
 

.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǝƴƎ ŀƴȅ ǿŀǘŜǊŎǊŀƊΣ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƛƴ ǇƭǳƎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŀǊǘπ
ƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ōŀƭƭŀǎǘǎΣ ōƛƭƎŜǎΣ ƭƛǾŜ ǿŜƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƻǊǎΦ !ƭƭ ōƛƭƎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŀƭƭŀǎǘ ǇƭǳƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜ 
ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜȅŀƴŎŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀ ǿŀǘŜǊŎǊŀƊ ƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ƭŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ  
 

¢ƘŜ L{5! ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ŀ ƘƻǘƭƛƴŜ όм-утт-оос-устсύ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ŘŜŎƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎƘ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊŎǊŀƊ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ƳǳǎǎŜƭ-ƛƴŦŜǎǘŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΦ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ L{5!Ωǎ LƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǝƻƴ ǎǘŀǝƻƴ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ invasivespecies.idaho.govΦ   LƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǎǝŎƪŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ LŘŀƘƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ wŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴΣ parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/activities/sailing/invasive-species-program/Φ   

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ мύ   

�9�-�&�3�0���>�4�:���Y�T���T�Z�W���Q�T�H�F�Q���.�S�[�F�X�N�[�J���8�U�J�H�N�J�X���.�S�X�U�J�H�Y�T�W�X�� 


